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Chapter 1 - Introduction 
 

1.1   Purpose 
This manual is for use by King County Park System (Parks) staff in the Parks Resource Section. 
The manual identifies for staff and management the best management practices (BMPs) to 
efficiently and effectively maintain the more than 20,000 acres of parks and public lands under 
King County Park System jurisdiction. The BMPs described here are intended to be consistent 
with expectations of park users, adjacent neighbors, and elected officials. Throughout the manual, 
we have emphasized stewardship and protecting and enhancing the natural environment.  To that 
end we have, where appropriate, evaluated and redesigned maintenance practices to reduce the 
impacts on certain salmon species listed as “threatened” under the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA). It is important for the King County Park System to maintain the public’s properties in a 
manner consistent with protecting the aquatic environment. Many BMPs presented in this manual 
are modifications to previous ways of doing business. They reflect our intent to reduce pesticide 
use, reduce water consumption, and improve water quality in parks and public lands. 

Over the years, King County has acquired and developed land into both traditional parks with 
active-use facilities and passive-use parks in which landscapes are minimally developed. More 
recently, King County has invested significant resources in protecting and enhancing open space 
lands. This manual will address practices in these natural areas as well as in traditional parklands. 

This manual covers BMPs for routine (daily) maintenance and for maintenance performed 
cyclically in the King County Park System. For the purpose of this manual, BMPs are those 
management practices that are necessary to provide good quality, cost-effective maintenance 
while providing stewardship and protection of the environment and our park visitors. 

“Cultural Practices” are those landscape activities necessary to produce healthy plants and plant 
systems. “Routine maintenance” or “ongoing maintenance” is the day-to-day activity necessary to 
provide clean, safe, and attractive parks to the public. “ Preventative maintenance” or “major 
maintenance” is a less-frequent activity that provides periodic care of a greater magnitude to 
ensure integrity of a facility.  

It is incumbent on Parks staff to be informed of, educated in, and understands the reasons, 
rationale, and impacts of our activities. Informed maintenance efforts, inherent in BMPs, 
serve King County and its citizens today and protect the environment of tomorrow. 
 

1.2   How To Use Manual 
This manual is intended to provide clear information as guidance to the Resource staff of the 
King County Park System.  Each chapter reflects Resource Program work efforts or inventory 
features maintained or repaired by the King County Park System. The information in each chapter 
gives guidance and best management practices for fifteen categories of specific work efforts or 
inventory features.  

Chapters are further organized to present information on purpose, terminology, background, 
maintenance practices, maintenance activity descriptions, and staff training needs. The 
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information is as specific as possible, but obviously this manual cannot anticipate every possible 
maintenance scenario that might occur over time. 

Each work unit in the Parks Resource Section will receive both a hard copy and an electronic 
copy of this manual. On at least an annual basis, it is intended that staff gather and review use of 
the manual and update it as needed. New methods and products will be incorporated as needed. 
The manual is organized and setup with planned regular revisions in mind. 

 

 

 


